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How to use BIOSIS Previews

This is a summary to guide you on using the database. More information on how to use a database can be 
found at Library Instruction Online (LION) at http://libpweb.nus.edu.sg/lion/d/

What’s in BIOSIS Previews ?
BIOSIS Previews is a reference database in life sciences and contains references to primary journal 
literature on biological research, medical research findings, and discoveries of new organisms. Coverage 
includes:

Traditional biology (botany, ecology and zoology)
Interdisciplinary areas (biochemistry, biomedicine, and biotechnology)
Related areas (methods, equipment, instrumentation)

How do I access it?
• Point your Web browser to http://www.lib.nus.edu.sg/
• Select BIOSIS under Major Databases.

How do I search it?
Select a search option: General Search OR Advanced Search
You may use search operators (AND, OR, NOT, SAME) and wildcards (* ? $). Enter at least three 
characters before the asterisk (*) symbol.

General Search – Perform the search by subject term, author, source publication, publication year , 
address or descriptor.
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Advanced Search – Perform the search using complex queries including field tags and set    
combinations.

How to view the search results ?

Search Tips:
Search fields are automatically combined using the AND Boolean operator so using more than one 
field will narrows your search. For example, if you enter a word in the Topic field and a name in the 
Author field, only those records that contain that topic word and are written by the specified author 
are found. 

Help
• Use Ask A Librarian e-form available to you at the Library Portal at http://www.lib.nus.edu.sg
• Send in email to Science Library Information Desk at sclib@nus.edu.sg or call us at 65162454. 
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